
According to data recently 
released by Royal LePage, 
Canada's leading real estate 
services provider, American 
interest in Canadian real 
property has risen following 
the U.S. Presidential Election, 
with an increased number of 
Amer i c an s  conduc t i n g 
research into real estate 
markets across the nation.

American web traffic on 
r o y a l l e p a g e . c a ,  t h e 
company's consumer real 
estate portal, has been highly 
correlated to recent U.S. 
po l i t i c a l  e ven t s .  U . S . -
originated sessions surged 
329.0 per cent the day 
following the election and 
climbed 210.1 per cent year-
over-year the week after 
Donald Trump's victory. 
Looking at the full month of 
November, 2016, U.S. web 
traffic grew 73.7 per cent year-over-year, when 
compared to the same period in 2015. This trend 
continued throughout the remainder of 2016, with 
American web traffic rising by 40.9 per cent year-over-
year during the fourth quarter.

According to a new Canada-wide survey of 1,226 Royal 
LePage real estate advisors, U.S. interest in Canadian real 
property will continue to climb, with 39.5 per cent of 
respondents forecasting that American inquiries into 
Canadian real estate will rise under President Donald 
Trump. In the fourth quarter of 2016 – of which 
November and December are traditionally quieter times 
for North American real estate activity – 15.6 per cent of 
the advisors polled received inquiries from south of the 
border.

“Always a desirable destination for migrants, Canada's 
attractiveness as a country for international relocation has 
surged this decade,” said Phil Soper, president and chief 
executive officer, Royal LePage. “The United States was 
already a top source for immigration into Canada, and 
now in the period following the recent U.S. election, we 
are witnessing a material bump in American interest in 
Canadian real estate.”

“U.S. interest in Canadian real estate is not a new 
phenomenon –– we are next door neighbours,” 
said Soper. “From Whistler to Muskoka; to 
Tremblant and Nova Scotia's south shore, 
Americans have traditionally been the largest 
foreign cohort of recreational property purchasers 
in Canada. With our country's ever-growing global 
reputation as a financially sound, happy and 
culturally tolerant place to raise a family, it is not 
surprising that interest has moved from a place to 
play, to a potential place to live and work.”

“Given America's vast population, even a fractional 
increase in the number of households following 
through on this initial interest and successfully 
completing the demanding process of emigrating to 
Canada could drive a material increase in the 
number of home-buyers from south of the border,” 
concluded Soper. “Our federal government is 
seriously considering increasing the quota of new 
Canadians welcomed from abroad, and with the 
high value of the U.S. dollar increasing Americans' 
purchasing power, we may be seeing more moving 
trucks with U.S. license plates in our future.” 

2017 resale 
market off to 
a great start
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Members of the Ottawa Real Estate Board 
(OREB) sold 667 residential properties in 
January 2017 compared with 598 in 
January 2016, an increase of 11.5 percent. 
The five-year average for January sales is 
614.  There were 715 residential sales in 
January 2017.

“The year is off to a great start, with sales 
up over this time last year, and well above 
the five-year average,” said OREB's 
President. “Residential-class resales 
supported this increase, with a 16.6 
percent growth over January 2016. The 
number of properties listed in January has 
doubled the amount listed in December, 
which is very typical of sellers getting a 
jump start on the spring selling season.” 

“While the numbers indicate a positive 
trend for Ottawa as a whole, we 
emphasize that all real estate is local, and 
prices and conditions will vary from 
neighbourhood to neighbourhood,” OREB's 
President went on to explain. “We 
encourage buyers and sellers to talk to a 
REALTOR® for more information about 
the housing market outlook where they live, 
or want to live.”

January’s sales included 119 in the 
condominium property class and 548 in 
the residential property class. The average 
sale price of a residential-class property 
sold in January in the Ottawa area was 
$394,001, an increase of 1.9 percent over 
January 2016. The average sale price for a 
condomin ium-c lass  p roper ty  was 
$288,655, an increase of 16.8 percent 
over January 2016. 

“In the residential market the most active 
price point was the $300,000 to $399,999 
range for the month of January, accounting 
for 35.2 percent of the market. The 
condominium market was most active in 
the $150,000 to $249,999 price range,
accounting for 58.7 percent of the 
market,” added OREB's President.
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